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Microsoft senior research fellow Malcolm Slaney and Cambridge University professor Jason

Rentfrow advocated dispensing with physical copies of documents and mail, and all the
filing, sorting, and locating that they entail. Computer-based digital archives are more
efficient in terms of storage space, and generally quicker in terms of retrieval.

But many of us still find something soothing and satisfying about handling physical
objects. Memory is multidimensional, and our memories for objects are based on multiple
attributes. Think back to your experience with file folders, the physical kind. You might
have had an old beat-up one that didn’'t look like the others and that— quite apart from
what was inside it or written on it — evoked your memories of what was in it. Physical
objects tend to look different from one another in a way that computer files don’t. All bits
are created equal. The same 0Os and 1s on your computer that render junk mail also render
the magnificent beauty of Mahler’s fifth symphony or Monet’s Water Lilies. In the medium
itself, there is nothing that . So much so that if you looked at the digital
representation of any of these, you would not even know that those zeros and ones were
representing images rather than text or music. Information has thus become separated from

meaning.
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@O Why We Still Keep Physical Files
@ Digital Culture: Understanding New Media
@ Create Unlimited Space for Your Memories
@ Digital Tools Are a Communication Wizard!

(® Challenges of Early Adopters in the Digital Age
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D represents the digital signals
@ carries a clue to the message
@ offers user-friendly environments
@ makes information accessible to all

(® suppresses your memory from the past

As A 1A NEAE 94 FYH

8 RT — AAA} inoll ZetalA e o

ﬂl

In the medium itself, there is nothing that
— [wA] A=A — ( Yol Sith]
U},

m CP -

(D Microsoft senior research fellow Malcolm Slaney and Cambridge University professor Jason Rentfrow(¢] 7] 714

7} AFEduUtt 5 5) advocated(3-& skl &?) dispensing with(# gl#yth ¥E92) physical copies(Ea]4¢l HALE?) of

documents(e}sl F¢] A§?) and mail, and all the filing, sorting, and locating that they entail.

(@ Computer-based digital archives(elst! AFEIR! FolAF vs AFEH 39, BAHoz ggdd 9 §lsUdh) are

more efficient(FE7} v $-93ltia 31%?) in terms of storage space, and generally quicker in terms of retrieval.

@ But(atAgH 8o el Fe di@de] Aol A £ dolg. F, FolMFI Fa, AFHE o
%.) many of us still find something soothing and satisfying about handling physical objects.(Z o] el ¥7} =7}
= AEol U shla?)

rir
rh
ic)
utl
[of
i
)

@ Memory is multidimensional,(712}2 thxiglolt}? ®x] RE25U) and(ande £30lU7F F7pH 0| A e 7] S
3}70%?) our memories for objects are based on multiple attributes.(based ong 7]1Fo 2 BEg oz Folrw? o}3}

(e 545 — 329 799 PES Bela)



® Think back to your experience with file folders, the physical kind.(7191& HEo] Bl g? oA ez Ay
th oAlE ERelEr B2 Dol Ug A odeta gloirtA L)

® You might have had an old beat-up one that didn’t look like the others(t-& RAS3 th2tk? 540l %? ol7}l &
TE [ EAE — 79 7199 X9 ¥ SHEYYrh) and that — quite apart from(e]x3] vh=2vka wect)
what was inside it or written on it — evoked(&& ¥ 221t}%?) your memories(7]¢}E!) of what was in it.

— olE ] HolAuh & Byl [OYd 55 — 29 7199 7RI AL S ¢ F dsyh

(@ Physical objects tend to look different from one another in a way that computer files don’t.
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@ So much so that if you looked at the digital representation of any of these, you would not even know that

those zeros and ones were representing images rather than text or music.
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@ Information has thus become separated from meaning.
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@O Why We Still Keep Physical Files

@ Digital Culture: Understanding New Media
@ Create Unlimited Space for Your Memories
@ Digital Tools Are a Communication Wizard!

(® Challenges of Early Adopters in the Digital Age
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