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Early Human Species

Homo habilis and Homo erectus are two early human species that mark important stages in
human evolution. Both species played crucial roles in the development of the genus* Homo.
Despite their evolutionary closeness, these species have differences in their physical

structure and technological innovations.

The physical differences between Homo habilis and Homo erectus are significant. Homo
habilis had a relatively small brain, ranging from 500 to 800, and its body structure was
still somewhat primitive. Homo habilis had longer arms and shorter legs, suggesting that it
was likely more adapted to climbing and forest environments, though it could also walk
upright™*. Homo erectus, on the other hand, exhibited a more modern body structure. Its
brain size was significantly larger, ranging from 600 to 1100. Homo erectus also had a
taller body, with longer legs and shorter arms, which allowed for more efficient upright
walking and running, suggesting Homo erectus was better adapted to environments on the

ground.

One of the defining characteristics of Homo habilis is its association with early stone tools,
particularly the Oldowan tool industry. [Q1]These were simple, typically consisting of large
stones that were chipped to create sharp edges for cutting and processing dead animals.
Homo habilis's ability to craft and use tools is considered a major achievement in human

evolution, marking the beginning of technology-assisted survival. [Q3] missing part

In conclusion, Homo habilis and Homo erectus represent two important stages in early
human evolution, with each species contributing to the development of human-like
characteristics. The evolutionary progression from Homo habilis to Homo erectus reflects a
noticeable leap in both physical and mental development, allowing for the emergence of

later human species, including Homo sapiens.

*genus (noun): A specific class of things with common characteristics.

**upright (adjective): Standing on two legs with the back straight.




and focus of the missing paragraph? [2 points]

ground? [2 points]
(Q3) A paragraph has been deleted before the final paragraph. What are the likely topic

(Q2) Based on the text, what two adaptations suggest Homo erectus probably lived on the

(Q1) What does the highlighted word “These” refer to in the text? [lpoint]
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1pt: Answers with ONE of the key phrases
Students do not have to answer in a full sentence.
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(Q1) What does the highlighted word “These” refer to in the text? (Ipoint)
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(Q2) Based on the text, what two adaptations suggest Homo erectus probably lived on the
ground?

Homo erectus probably lived on the ground because it had a tall body
Model Answer
and could walk upright efficiently.

efficient (better) walking / efficient (better) running / long(er) legs /

K h
ey phrases short(er) arms / tall(er) body

1pt: Answers with ONE of the key phrases

Points )
2pts: Answers with TWO key phrases
Students do not have to answer in a full sentence
Note Incorrect answers: ‘modern body” or ‘larger brain” or “brain size

600-1100 cm3”

(Q3) A paragraph has been deleted before the final paragraph. What are the likely
topic and focus of the missing part?

Model Answer The likely topic and focus are Homo erectus and using tools
Group A:Homo erectus

Key phrases Group B: using tools / tool use / technological innovation / technology

/ mental development
1pt: Answers with ONE of the key phrases from either Group A or B

Points 2pts: Answers with THEkey phrase from Group A AND ONE key phrase

from Group B
Students do not have to answer in a full sentence

Note Incorrect answers: ‘Homo habilis” or “physical structure” or “physical

development” or “body/brain size”
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