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Come on, let’s examine our consciences, let’s listen to our hearts. We know very well who
you are; we know very well that you are all brave men! We know very well that your souls are
full of the joy and the glory of giving your lives for the great cause; we know very well that
you feel you've been selected to die meaningfully and magnificently and that each of you is
dedicated to your part in the triumph. You are not alone in this world. There are other beings
you have to think of. You must not be selfish.

Citizens, do you picture the future to yourselves? Citizens, where are we headed for? We are
headed for the union of peoples, we are headed for the unity of mankind. France will see the
brilliant future in its history. Citizens, whatever happens today, through our defeat every bit as
much as through our victory, we will bring about a revolution. Just as big fires light up the
whole city, revolutions light up the whole human race. And what revolution are we going to
bring about? I just told you: Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity*. We do not doubt our cause
even if we doubt our success. Help is evidently on the way. But, whether the civil army comes
to help us or not—what does it matter! Let’s get killed here to the very last man!

Friends, the moment we have reached, this moment in which I'm speaking to you is a cruel
moment. But this is the terrible cost of the future. A revolution is a toll**. Oh! the human race
will be liberated, lifted up, and relieved! We swear to it on this barricade***. Where will the
cry of love go up from if not from the height of sacrifice? Oh my brothers, this is the very spot
where those who think and those who suffer come together as one. Here, suffering meets the
ideal. Here, the day embraces the night and says to it: I am going to die with you, and you are
going to be born again with me. From this embracing of all sorrows springs faith. Suffering
brings its pain here, and ideal brings its eternity. This pain and this eternity are going to
combine and compose our death. Brothers, whoever dies here dies in the glory of the future,

and we will enter a grave entirely lit up by dawn.

* fraternity: 8ol ** toll: Y= *** barricade: Hi|A o] =
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