20258HA T - AFRISER HO| 1k} AE - 7128 - : Z-0F-0OF-A|-7]

24. O 29 W4 @ BRoz eoptud vk Wz (W), B BT TE Y A
A% A7 [43]

The great myth of American culture, then and now, is that democracy is built on
free expression, both spoken and printed. Though wrapped up in shibboleths from
the marketplace of ideas, such a myth is not without its advantages. There is
wisdom in the notion that free expression is its own justification, as a matter of
principle and as a check on power. The price, however, is sometimes high. Truth
won’t always win out, and the public sphere can't be contained. This is a lesson
perpetually relearned when novel media technologies flood the information space. In
1938, Orson Welles and his Mercury Theater troupe broadcast a live radio
performance of the H. G. Wells novel The War of the Worlds. While there is not
much evidence that the program touched off an actual panic—and Welles was clear,
at both the beginning and the end of the broadcast, that it was a dramatic
performance, not a news report of real events—we do know that the broadcast
garnered major newspaper coverage. The radio was already under regulations by
the Federal Communications Commission, which had been formed in 1934, but one

medium confronted another.
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While it 1s commonly believed that the free and open exchange of ideas is a (A)
_of American democracy, the cost can be the unintended and uncontrollable (B)

_of untruth via new media, as in the case of a live radio performance broadcast in
1938.
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The great myth of American culture, <then and now>, is {that democracy is built on free
expression, <both spoken and printed-}.
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Though wrapped up in shibboleths <from the marketplace of ideas>, such a myth is not

without its advantages.
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There is wisdom in the notion {that free expression is its own justification, <as a matter of
principle> and <as a check on power>}.
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The price, however, is sometimes high.
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Truth won't always win out, and the public sphere can't be contained.
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This is a lesson [perpetually relearned {when novel media technologies flood the information
space}].
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In 1938, Orson Welles and his Mercury Theater troupe broadcast a live radio performance of
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the H. G. Wells novel The War of the Worlds.
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While [there is not much evidence {that the program touched off an actual panic—and [Welles
was clear, <at both the beginning and the end (of the broadcast)>, {that it was a dramatic

performance, not a news report of real eventsjj—we do know that the broadcast garnered
major newspaper coverage.
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The radio was already under regulations by the Federal Communications Commission, {which
had been formed in 1934}, but one medium confronted another.
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While it is commonly believed {that the free and open exchange of ideas is a (A) of

American democracy}, the cost can be the unintended and uncontrollable (B) of untruth
via new media>, {as in the case of a live radio performance <broadcast in 1938-}.
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