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In several ways, uncertainty can be understood as pervasive and written into the
very script of life. Due to this, the craving for certainty has only become a means
of stemming a perceived tide of phenomena that cannot yet be grasped and, to an
even lesser extent, controlled. Consequently, the interplay between the desire to
overcome uncertainty and instead strive towards certainty became inscribed into
humans and society as a way of influencing the present and the future. This
interplay is as old as the hills and is rooted in the human hope for security and the
material, technological and social protection regarded as necessary for survival,
comfort, and wellbeing. Mokyr shows how Western capitalist societies are indebted

to all the systematic attempts to . According to Mokyr,

the strong belief in technical progress and the continuous improvement of various
aspects of life are rooted in the reasoning that emerged and developed in the
philosophical movement of the Enlightenment and which created a “space” for
humans’ “desire to know” and practically experiment with a wide range of

activities. [47 ]
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D reduce insecurity in terms of uncertainty

@ outdo their forerunners in scientific areas
@ negate errors in interpretation of certainty
@ minimize the potential of human reasoning

(® survive the overloaded world of information
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In several ways, uncertainty can be understood as {pervasive} and {written into the very script
of life}.
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Due to this, the craving for certainty has only become a means of stemming a perceived tide

of phenomena {that cannot yet be grasped and, <to an even lesser extent-, controlled}.
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Consequently, the interplay {between the desire to <overcome uncertainty> and <instead strive
towards certainty>} became inscribed into humans and society {as a way of influencing the
present and the future}.
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This interplay is as old as the hills and is rooted in {the human hope for security} and {the
material, technological and social protection <regarded as necessary for survival, comfort, and

wellbeing - }.
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Mokyr shows {how Western capitalist societies are indebted to all the systematic attempts to
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According to Mokyr, the strong belief in technical progress and the continuous improvement of

various aspects of life are rooted in the reasoning {that emerged and developed in the
philosophical movement of the Enlightenment} and {which created a “space” for humans’ "desire

"

to <know>" and <practically experiment with a wide range of activities>}. [47H]
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@ reduce insecurity in terms of uncertainty
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@ outdo their forerunners in scientific areas
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® negate errors in interpretation of certainty
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@ minimize the potential of human reasoning
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