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39. [34]

But the difficulty in discovering the truth does not prove
that there is no truth to be discovered.

Most men are inclined to agree with Hamlet: 'There is
nothing good or bad but thinking makes it so.! ( D ) It is
supposed that ethical preferences are a mere matter of taste,
and that if X thinks A is a good thing, and Y thinks it is a
bad thing, all we can say is that A is good for X and bad
for Y. ( @ ) This view is rendered plausible by the
divergence of opinion as to what is good and bad, and by
the difficulty of finding arguments to persuade people who
differ from us in such a question. ( @ ) If X says A is
good, and Y says A is bad, one of them must be mistaken,
though it may be impossible to discover which. ( @ ) If
this were not the case, there would be no difference of
opinion between them. ( @ ) It would be absurd, if X said
T am eating a pigeon-pie', for Y to answer 'that is false: I
am eating nothing'.
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® ( @ ) This view is rendered plausible by the divergence of opinion as to
what is good and bad, and by the difficulty of finding arguments to
persuade people who differ from us in such a question.
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@ (® ) If X says A is good, and Y says A is bad, one of them must be
mistaken, though it may be impossible to discover which.
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® ( @ ) If this were not the case, there would be no difference of opinion
between them.
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answer that is false: I am eating nothing’.
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But the difficulty in discovering the truth does not prove that there is no
truth to be discovered.
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