But Machiavelli does not argue that the end justifies the
means in all cases.

Part of Machiavelli's point is that a ruler cannot be bound
by morality, but must do what it takes to secure his own
glory and the success of the state over which he rules - an
approach that became known as realism. ( (D ) There are
certain means that a wise prince must avoid, for though they
might achieve the desired ends, they lay him open to future
dangers. ( (@ ) The main means to be avoided consist of
those that would make the people hate their prince. ( @B )
They may love him, they may fear him - preferably both,
Machiavelli says, though it is more important for a prince to
be feared than to be loved. ( @ ) But the people must not
hate him, for this is likely to lead to rebellion. ( & ) Also,
a prince who mistreats his people unnecessarily will be
despised - a prince should have a reputation for compassion,
not for cruelty.
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