It is . The semantic connotations that were lost

by the transition from “passions” and “affections” to “emotions” in theories of the
human mind can all be grouped together under the unifying theme of pathology:
cognitive, medical, or moral. Words derive their meanings from the company they
keep, and that applies both to the other words they rub shoulders with, and to the
speakers, writers, and readers through whose minds, mouths, hands, and eyes
they pass. For the Stoics, the passions had been diseases of the soul, to be cured
by cognitive therapy, and right up to the 19th century the terms “passion” and
“affection” were used in medical contexts as terms for organic disease. Passions
and affections of the mind, especially in their stronger forms, were also considered
by physicians to constitute a constant threat to health and life.
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@ a word which belonged within a secular, morally neutral, and scientific register.

@ excessive priority to feelings of bodily change at the expense of other
components of emotion.

® wrong to demonstrate the importance of governing the passions and cultivating
the affections.

@ obvious that words do not operate in vacuums, but rather within lexical and
social networks.

® notable problem of modern psychology that require something more than a
merely logical equipment like word.



