Scholars dealing with the dark side of social capital in sport have
conceptualized the phenomenon in three different ways. First, they conceived of
the dark side of social capital in sport as mirroring and reproducing
macro-societal negative externalities. Second, they observed the dark side of
social capital established in the relations between sport and social spheres
external to sport. Third, some scholars emphasized the role of the dark side of
social networks jeopardizing the potentially positive values inherent to sport
activities. The majority of writing on the dark side of social capital in sport
belongs to the first category. These studies referred to social exclusion and to
the negative effects of what Putnam called bonding social capital, which
reinforces the networks of insiders and excludes outsiders. In this vein, social

capital that is built through sport represents

@ the diffusion of other detrimental values as malignant behaviour.

@ that social bonds created in sport are sometimes misused for commercial
interests.

® a domain which maintain and reproduce a normative framework that is
contradictory to idealized myths about sport being exclusively beneficial.

@ that the layers of social capital analysed within studies on dark side are
limited.

® a sphere that reflects the same diversities that exist in the overall structure
of society.



