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To understand the problems inherent in a term like third world, it is essential to consider the

global geopolitics that have driven our conceptual frame works for dividing the world.

(A) This simplistic framework was far from problem-free. Russia and much of Latin America fir
poorly in this system. For example, Russia represented the core of a geopolitical East while still
being part of an industrialized, historically Chiristian West. Yet determined scholars labored to
smooth out the contradiction, effectively globalizing concepts by linking each to environmental

conditions.

(B) The division of labor in the American academy reflected this worldview, -effectively
allocating different pieces of the earth's terrain to different scholarly fields. Social scientists and
those in the mainstream humanities generally concentrated on the West. Orientalists, trained in
the arts and literatures of civilized Asia, took on the East. And anthropologists held a near

monopoly over the people without history, resident of the so-called primitive world.

(C) In the first half of the twentieth century, a very different scheme of division prevailed in the
United States. At the time, two major civilizations, an advanced and enlightened West and an
idle Orient were seen as sharing the globe with a third realm of primitive societies, found in

such isolated areas as Central Africa and New Guinea.
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