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I am writing this letter to express my gratitude for
considering me for the position of Senior Supervisor at
ITC Corporation. I have always wanted to work for
your company, as it has acquired a great reputation in
the industry, especially in recent years. I have also been
deeply impressed by your warmth and patience in
reviewing and processing my application. However, I
recently accepted a position with another company. This
was a very difficult decision for me to make. I deeply
that you took the

application and interview me. [ sincerely hope we have

appreciate time to process my
a chance to form a working relationship in the coming
years. Again, thank you for your consideration, and I

wish you the best of luck in the future.
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When we hear a story, we look for beliefs that are being
commented upon. Any story has many possible beliefs inherent
in it. But how does someone listening to a story find those
beliefs? We find them by looking through the beliefs we
already have. We are not as concerned with what we are
hearing as we are with finding what we already know that is
relevant. Picture it in this way. As understanders, we have a
list of beliefs, indexed by subject area. When a new story
appears, we attempt to find a belief of ours that relates to it.
When we do, we find a story attached to that belief and
the
processing. Our understanding of the new story becomes, at

compare story in our memory to the one we are

that point, a function of the old story. Once we find a belief
and connected story, we need no further processing; that is, the
search for other beliefs stops.

(D the use of a new story in understanding an old story

@ the limits of our memory capacity in recalling stories

@ the influence of new stories on challenging our beliefs

@ the most efficient strategy to improve storytelling skills

(® the role of our existing beliefs in comprehending a new story
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The streets of New York are home to numerous trucks, vans,
stands, and pushcarts all selling food. Most of the vendors are
immigrants bringing street versions of the world’s diverse food
traditions to this already international metropolis. You can
snack on Jamaican goat patties, sample Chinese noodles, take a
bite of Egyptian falafel, or enjoy vegetarian Sri Lankan curry.
New York even has an annual award ceremony, the Vendy
Awards, for the best sidewalk chefs. Part of the fun is tracking
down the best offerings. Trucks and vans often visit different
areas of New York on different days; some chefs operate only
at certain times of day or only on weekends. Even stands with
regular spots and hours occasionally vanish, as the owner finds
a better spot or takes a week off. Follow the crowds, or ask
locals for information —hotel doormen will often let you into

the secrets of a neighborhood’s best vendors.

D New York: A Hub of Grocery Transportation

@ Vendy Awards for the Best-Selling Street Food
@ Origins of International Street Foods in New York
@ New York: A Paradise for Street Food Lovers

(® Famous Street Food for New York Drivers
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Occasionally, there are children who have trouble
understanding that their clothing choice is inappropriate or even
unhealthy. Some children (Dfollow the suggestion that sandals
may not be the best option for a snowy day. For those kids,
(Qexperience may be the best teacher. For example, when
Lydia was eight years old, she insisted on wearing her favorite
sandals to school despite (3warnings that the sidewalks were
covered in snow and slush. Her mom @worried that she would
arrive at school with cold, wet feet, but Lydia would not
change her mind. Of course, her mother was right. While
Lydia did have some very uncomfortable toes because they
became soaked and frozen on her way to and from school, she
learned that sometimes fashion isn't (®worth the price of

serious discomfort.
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Journeys are the midwives of thought. Few places are more
conducive to internal conversations than a moving plane, ship,
or train. There is an almost peculiar correlation between what
is in front of our eyes and the thoughts we are able to have in
our heads: large thoughts at times requiring large views, new
thoughts new places. Introspective reflections which are liable
to stall are helped along by the flow of the landscape. The
mind when thinking is all it is

supposed to do. The task can be as paralyzing as having to tell
a joke or mimic an accent on demand. Thinking improves
when parts of the mind are given other tasks, are charged with
listening to music or following a line of trees.

(D may be reluctant to think properly

@ may focus better on future thoughts

@ can become confused by multitasking

@ 1is likely to be paralyzed by fear of new tasks
® can be distracted from what is before the eyes
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Guys lost on unfamiliar streets often avoid asking for directions
from locals. We try to tough it out with map and compass.
Admitting being lost feels like admitting stupidity. This is a
stereotype, but it has a large grain of truth. It’s also a good
metaphor for a big overlooked problem in the human sciences.
We’re trying to find our way around the dark continent of human
nature. We scientists are being paid to be the bus-driving tour
guides for the rest of humanity. They expect us to know our way
around the human mind, but we don’t. So we try to fake it,
without asking the locals for directions. We try to find our way
from first principles of geography (‘theory’), and from maps of
our own making (‘empirical research’). The roadside is crowded
with locals, and their brains are crowded with local knowledge,
but we are too arrogant and embarrassed to ask the way. So we

drive around in circles, about

where to find the scenic vistas that would entertain and enlighten
the tourists.

(D waiting for the local brains to inquire

@ accumulating and examining the locals’ knowledge
@ going against the findings of our empirical research
@ relying on passengers’ knowledge and experience
(® inventing and rejecting successive hypotheses
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Most of the words we use and the meanings we think
about are a combination of simpler ideas.

(A) Some of them are specialized for sitting at certain
high places, like bar stools. If you learned about a
culture in which a certain type of chair was used
only for the purpose of sitting while waiting for a
bus, you might think this is odd but would have no
difficulty understanding it.

(B) Consider a chair. Before you can have an idea of a
chair, you need to understand that there exist in the
world certain functional objects. Some of these
objects support human activity, in this case, sitting.

(C) The combination of the concepts chair and waiting for
bus allows you to create the new complex concept
chair used while waiting for bus. But the basic concept
of chair is built out of the simpler ideas that we take.

@ B)-(A)-(C) @ B)-(C)-(A)
(

B)-(A)
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Food plays a large part in how much you enjoy the
outdoors. The possibilities are endless, so you can
constantly vary your diet.

(A) They walk only a few miles each day and may use
the same campsite for several nights. Survival eaters
eat some dry cereal for breakfast, and are up and

walking within minutes of waking.

(B) Wilderness dining has two extremes: gourmet eaters
and survival eaters. The first like to make camp at
lunchtime so they have several hours to set up field
ovens; they bake cakes and bread and cook

multi-course dinners.

(C) They walk dozens of miles every day; lunch is a
series of cold snacks eaten on the move. Dinner
consists of a freeze-dried meal, “cooked” by pouring
hot water into the package.
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But when ice forms, they can walk out to a hole near
where the seals are swimming, then sit and wait for a
seal to pop its head up to breathe.

Across the Arctic, polar bear numbers are in decline. If the
climate continues to warm at the current rate, the bears could
disappear completely in the next hundred years. ( D ) But for
now, if you visit Churchill, Canada in October or November,
it’ almost a sure thing you’l see a polar bear in the wild. ( @
) Churchill, population 914, sits on the edge of Hudson Bay at
the point where the ice first forms every winter. And these
bears love ice. ( @ ) Their fondness for frozen seas is simple:
Ice means they can eat their favorite meal —seals. ( @ )
Although polar bears are powerful marine mammals, able to
swim a hundred miles or more nonstop, they’e too slow to
catch a seal in open water. ( (® ) Or as a bear might put it,
“dinner is served.”

2012_69¥9_33 H7149 44
10. 22 3807 Hol Fozxl FAo| Soj7}r]d 714 A3l

3L.£.910)

In one troop, a taste for caramels was developed by
introducing this new food into the diet of young minors,
low on the status ladder.

We are not the only species to give sometimes wrongheaded
deference to those in authority positions. ( (O ) In monkey
colonies, where rigid dominance hierarchies exist, beneficial
innovations do not spread quickly through the group unless
they are taught first to a dominant animal. ( (2 ) When a
lower animal is taught the new concept first, the rest of the
colony remains mostly oblivious to its value. ( @ ) One study
on the introduction of new food tastes to Japanese monkeys
provides a nice illustration. ( @ ) The taste for caramels
inched slowly up the ranks: A year and a half later, only 51
percent of the colony had acquired it, and still none of the
leaders. ( (® ) Contrast this with what happened in a second
troop where wheat was introduced first to the leader: Wheat
eating —to this point unknown to these monkeys — spread
through the whole colony within four hours.

*deference: £ **oblivious: Lo}x2]A] F3l=

2 A 7} 7 S
2 N /10
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