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@ Recent research has shown that trees are not as passive as we long supposed. @ To investigate
this further, European scientists simulated attacks on small beeches and maples. @ Whenever a roe
deer takes a bite out of the top growth of a young tree, it leaves a little saliva behind in the
wound, and it soon became clear that wounded trees can clearly detect the presence of this saliva.
@ To simulate browsing by roe deer, the researchers cut off buds or leaves and dripped roe deer
saliva onto the damaged areas. ® What they noticed was that in response the little trees produced
salicylic acid, which in turn led to an increased production of bad-tasting defensive compounds,
which discouraged the roe deer from eating them. ® However, when the scientists simply broke off

new growth without applying any saliva, all the beeches and maples produced were hormones to

heal the damage as quickly as possible.
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