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Not until the rise of ecology at the beginning of the twentieth century did people begin to think seriously of land as
a natural system with interconnecting parts. WA century earlier, Thomas Jefferson had vigorously promoted an
orderly division of the American land, beginning with the Northwest Territory. @Surveyors were sent forth to draw
rectangular grids on the land, dividing the wilds into counties, townships, and ultimately homesteads, with little
concern for terrain or other natural features. @They adopted the environmentally friendly system even though they
did not see a profit in it. @That system had its virtues, but in time ecology made the lines appear artificial. ®As some
observers would come to see it, the rectangular grid system caused as much harm as it did good.
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Did you know that one of the most common fears students have is the fear of public speaking? ® I have heard a
number of people say that they once failed a class because they refused to give a speech. @ That fear was based on
how they felt others would judge them or their presentation. ® Those who have a fear of public speaking often tell
themselves that people in the crowd will silently think bad things about them. @ If they want to be more relaxed
during social activities, they need to interact with others in a positive way. ® The truth is, however, some people in

the audience aren’t even listening to the presentation because they are thinking about their anxiety over their own
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presentations or something else altogether.
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People believe that “good books” are educational and useful to academic success. However, it appears that the nature
of written language itself helps increase academic achievement, regardless of a book’s quality. ® Even books that
provide only pleasure will increase the confidence of students and encourage them to try to read more technical
materials in school. @Comics, magazines, audio books, and topics of interest on the Internet are sometimes not
considered “real” reading materials. @Students should try to guess the meaning of new words while they read rather
than look them up in the dictionary. @ However, these materials let students enjoy the pleasure of reading and gain
information, literacy skills, and more. ®This “light” reading is actually very beneficial because it is effortless reading,

which improves reading fluency.
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Economic distance relates to the time and cost involved in traveling from the origin to the destination area and back.
The higher the economic distance, the higher the resistance for that destination and, consequently, the lower the
demand. @It follows, conversely, that between any origin and destination point, if the travel time or travel cost can
be reduced, demand will increase. @ Many excellent examples of this are available, such as the introduction of the jet

plane in 1959 and the introduction of the wide-bodied jets in the late 1960s. @ Jet planes first cut travel time between
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California and Hawaii, for example, from twelve hours to five hours, and demand grew dramatically. @ A similar surge
in demand was experienced with the introduction of the wide-bodied planes for transatlantic flights. ®The
agricultural products picked up from Hawaiian farms in the morning were on dinner tables in Californian homes by
evening. The introduction of these planes cut the travel cost by almost 50 percent between the United States and

most countries on the European continent.
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Since the 1980’s, zoos have strived to reproduce the natural habitats of their animals, replacing concrete floors and
steel bars with grass, rocks, trees, and pools of water. These environments may simulate the wild, but the animals do
not have to worry about finding food, shelter, or safety from predators. ®While this may not seem like such a bad
deal at first glance, the animals experience numerous complications. @And yet, most of the complications were settled
with no delay in order to ensure the animals’ health and safety. @The zebras live constantly in fear, smelling the
lions in the nearby Great Cats exhibit every day and finding themselves unable to escape. @There is no possibility of
migrating or of storing food for the winter, which must seem to promise equally certain doom to a bird or bear. ® In

short, zoo life is utterly incompatible with an animal’s most deeply-rooted survival instincts. *doom: 9, $
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