Why doesn’t the definition of religion include secularism or any belief system that
rejects God or supernatural things? According to some dictionaries, the U.S. Supreme
Court, and many humanists themselves, religion is not limited to belief systems that
believe in God (or gods). Any non-supernatural belief system that believes in a prime
reality or highest truth (even if it's matter, nature, or the Force) is equally religious and
should be treated identically to other religions. It is really a kind of religion that has
been just ignored and excluded. In the 1961 case of Torcaso v. Watkins, the U.S.
Supreme Court held that Secular Humanism is a religion. Secular humanist John Dewey
described Humanism as our "common faith." Julian Huxley called it "Religion without

" The first Humanist Manifesto (1933) spoke openly of humanism as a religion.
In fact, claiming that humanism was "the new religion" was trendy for at least 100
years.
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